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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: IC, UK, NATO, NAC, EFIS, PFOR, EEC 
SUBJECT: UK/ICELAND FISHERIES DISPUTE 

REF: USNATO 862 

1 . DURING OCCASION OFFERED BY AMBASSADOR CURLEY'S CALL ON 
EC COMMISSIONER IN CHARGE OF REGIONAL POLICY GEORGE THOMSON, 
WE NOTED NORWEGIAN PROPOSAL DESCRIBED REFTEL AND ASKED 
THOMSON WHETHER AID FROM COMMUNITY'S REGIONAL AND/OR SOCIAL 
FUNDS EITHER HAVE BEEN OR MIGHT BE AVAILABLE TO ASSIST UK 
FISHERMEN SHOULD UK AGREE TO WITHDRAW THEIR FLEETS. 

2. THOMSON EXPRESSED INTEREST IN PROPOSAL AND CONFIRMED 
THAT (A) AREAS IN UK IN WHICH FLEETS ARE BASED ARE ALL 
ELIGIBLE FOR ASSISTANCE FROM THESE FUNDS AND (B) SOME 
REGIONAL FUND GRATNS HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN TARGETED ON AT 
LEAST A FEW OF THEM. HE ADDED THAT USE OF REGIONAL FUND 
GRANTS IS INITIALLY IN HANDS OF UK GOVERNMENT AND THAT, 

SHOULD GOVERNMENT WISH TO ASSIGN HIGHER PRIORITY TO THEIR 
USE IN FISHING PORTS RATHER THAN, FOR EXAMPLE, FOR STEEL 
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IN WALES, THE EC COMMISSION WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY AGREE. 

3. THOMSON CAUTIONED THT, WHILE SOME EXISTING EC FUNDS 
COULD BE DIVERTED TO THIS PURPOSE, THEY WOULD PROBABLY 
NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO DO AN EFFECTIVE JOB ALONE. EITHER 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS WOULD BE NEEDED OR THE EC REGIONAL/ 

SOCIAL FUNDS WOULD HAVE TO BE INCREASED. HE FELT THAT, 

SHOULD THE UK DECIDE TO ASSIGN A HIGHER PRIORITY TO THE 
FISHING PORTS, THE COMMISSION COULD RESPOND PROMPTLY WITH 
GRANTS. IN ANY CASE, IT WOULD BE UP TO THE BRITISH TO 
MAKE THE FIRST MOVE. HINTON 
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